
SIGNIFICANT PORT SAFETY AND SECURITY CASES (SEPTEMBER 2021)

MARINE CASUALTIES
Allision, KIRAN AUSTRALIA (01SEP21): A foreign flag bulk carrier allided with the UP Railroad Bridge while transiting under the 

bridge en route to Pittsburgh. The allision was due to a miscalculation of the air draft and resulted in the mast light of the 

vessel snapping off. Unknown the extent of the damage of the UP Railroad Bridge, DIO's are conducting their investigation. 

Case Pends. 

Laser Strike on commercial vessel,  ATB COMMITMENT (06SEP21): A U.S. flagged tug and barge reported being struck by a 

laser while transiting the Carquniez Straits. The laser was coming from one of the houses on the hill in Crockett (IVO Rithet 

Park). The crew was unharmed and continued their journey. Case closed. 

Loss of maneuverability, SONOMA FERRY (09SEP21): A US flag passenger vessel repoted intermittent rudder malfunction 

while transiting through the San Francisco Bay to Tiburon.  The master reported that the rudder angle indicator from the 

primary helm didn't respond when turning the wheel.  The vessel reported having 3 other operational steering methods. The 

vessel conducted repairs and was satisfactorily inspected by a Coast Guard MI. Case closed. 

Passenger Overboard, Passenger Vessel CHARDONNAY II (09SEP21): A U.S. flagged small passenger vessel reported a 

passenger jumped from the vessel and the passenger swam back to shore while the it was still underway. Case closed.

Equipment Failure, UPRR BRIDGE (10SEP21): The Union Pacific Railroad Bridge (Benicia-Matinez Railroad Bridge) reported a 

loss of commercial power due to a downed power line and subsequent explosion in Benicia. The bridge and was unable to lift 

for vessel traffic. The bridge tender was able to bypass the “indicator lockout” and resume normal bridge operations. Case 

closed.

Equipment Failure, ATB OSG ENDURANCE (11SEP21): A U.S flagged tug reported a cylinder failure while underway and 

outbound of San Francisco Bay en route to Washington state. The vessel returned to Anchorage 8 and both engines remained 

online during the transit.  Vessel conducted repairs on the #1 Main diesel engine. Case closed.

Reduction in Propulsion, STAR CARIOCA (12SEP21): A foreign flagged bulk carrier reported a reduction in propulsion due to 

an electronic failure with the fuel pump. Vessel proceeded from Anchorage 9 to Anchorage 7 to complete repairs. Case closed. 

Fire, SPV EMPRESS (19SEP21): A U.S. flagged small passenger vessel reported an engine fire while underway near Treasure 

Island with 13 POB. Good Samaritans arrived on scene and assisted the vessel in anchoring so they could assess the damages 

prior to getting underway. The vessel determined that the fire was actually smoke originating from a melting belt on the port 

engine and was able to safely start their starboard engine. The EMPRESS was assisted back to berth and all passengers safely 

disembarked. Case closed.

Reduction in Propulsion, Towing Vessel SIGRID DUNLAP (20SEP21): A U.S. flagged towing vessel experienced a reduction in 

propulsion while underway and engaged in a tow enroute to Hawaii. The port main engine indicated a high air inlet 

temperature alarm along with a reduction in rpm's.  The vessel anchored outside the SF Bay Entrance Buoy and disassembled 

turbo housings to reveal that exhaust bellows had failed, causing a substantial exhaust leak. Repairs were made to the engine. 

Case Closed. 

Reduction of Propulsion, M/V MAJULAH HARBOURFRONT (27SEP21): A foreign flagged bulk carrier experienced a reduction 

in propulsion during its transit from Stocton to Richmond. The vessel's main propulsion engine overheated, resulting in a 

reduction in maneuverability. The pilot onboard terminated the voyage and anchored the vessel in the vicinity of New York 

Point, CA.  Vessel conducted repairs. Case closed. 
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VESSEL SAFETY CONDITIONS
Operational Control, M/V KIRAN AUSTRALIAN (02SEP21),  A foreign flag bulk carrier was inspected at the Port of Pittsburgh 

and issued a operational control (Code 17) due to inoperable INMARSAT-C unit.  Equipment damage was sustained due to an 

allision with the UP Bridge. Technician replaced and repaired unit.  Case Closed. 

Operational Control, M/V SONOMA (09SEP21) A US flag ferry was transiting through the San Francisco Bay, enroute to 

Tiburon, when they received an intermittent alarm for steering and propulsion and experienced an intermittent rudder angle 

indicater malfunction. The vessel was issued an operational control (CG-835V Code 60) to remain at berth until steering was 

fully operational.  Vessel completed repairs. Case Closed.

Operational Control, SPV DEL NORTE (09SEP21): US flag vessel was shifting within the Lakspur Terminal from berth #4 to 

berth #1 when they exhibited signs of a waterjet hub seal failure. The vessel had water ingress into the impeller hub's lube oil 

system. The vessel was issued an operational control (CG-835V Code 17) that restricted vessel from moving or carrying 

passengers.  Case pends.

Operational Control, STAR CARIOCA (12SEP21): A U.S. flag small passenger vessel was issued a Captain of the Port Order for 

operating without a valid U.S. Coast Guard Certificate of Inspection. Case pends. 

Operational Control, SPV LIL TAXI (13SEP21): A U.S. flagged small passenger vessel was issued an operational control (CG-

835V Code 60) because the vessel  failed to schedule drydock and internal structural examination within two years of last 

drydock as listed on the Certificate of Inspection. Case pends.

Operational Control, SPV WILD GOOSE II (13SEP21): A U.S. flagged small passenger vessel was issued an operational control 

(CG-835V Code 17), requiring a renewal of a Certificate of Inspection to determine if the vessel is in satisfactory condition, fit 

for the service intended, and applies with all applicable regulations.  Case pends.

Operational Control, SPV BAY VOYAGER (15SEP21): A U.S. flagged small passenger vessel was issued an operational control 

(CG-835V, Code 17) for the vessel's fireboy system in the fuel tank space requiring servicing by a third party and tested by CG 

MI to complete re-inspection for annual certification. Case pends.

Operational Control, SPV SANCTUARY (16SEP21): A U.S. flagged small passenger vessel issued an operational control (CG-

835V, Code 17) due to vessel's fireboy system in the fuel tank space requiring servicing by a third party and tested by CG MI to 

complete re-inspection for annual certification. Case pends.

Vessel Detention, M/V CAPT DAVID I LYON (16SEP21): Sector San Francisco has issued a U.S. Flag state detention on the 

containership CAPT DAVID I LYON, IMO# 9123037 pursuant to an ACP annual oversight inspection conducted on 15 and 16 

September, 2021. The CG-835 (attached) was issued on 16 September 2021 at 2015 PST. The inspection was conducted at 

Military Ocean Terminal Concord. Case pends.

Operational Control, SPV EMPRESS (19SEP21):  A U.S. flagged small passenger vessel was issued an operational control 

(code 17) due to significant damage of vessel's port engine caused by engine fire. The vessel conducted repairs and was 

satisfactorily inspected by Coast Guard MI.  Case closed.

Operational Control, M/V MAJULAH WATERFRONT (27SEP21): A foreign flagged bulk carrier was issued a Captain of the Port 

Order for damge to the main engine due to overheating. Vessel conducted repairs and attended by class surveyor. Case 

closed.

Operational Control, CFV RIAN FAITH (28SEP21):  A U.S. flagged small passenger vessel was issued a Captain of the Port 

order for the vessel's captain operating the vessel while under the influence of alcohol above the legal limit. Case pends.

NAVIGATIONAL SAFETY
Letter of Deviation (LOD), Inop Secondary Marine Radar, M/V PRESIDENT TRUMAN (17SEP21): A U.S. flag dry cargo vessel 

was issued an inbound LOD for inoperable secondary marine radar. Case pends. 

Letter of Deviation (LOD), Inop S-Band Radar,  Echo Depth Sounding Device/Recorder, M/V CIELO DI IYO(23SEP21): A U.S. 

flag container ship was issued an outbound LOD for inoperable echo depth sounding device.  Repairs were conducted and 

equipment is working properly.  Case closed. 



 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENT MANAGEMENT DIVISION CASES
Letter of Warning (02SEP2021): On 02SEP2021, IMD received notification that a recreational vessel had discharged 

approximately 1 gallon of oil from its bilge in Berkley, CA. Marina personnel deployed sorbent pads immediately to mitigate the 

discharge. The source of the pollution was secured with no further discharge. A NOFI and LOW were issued. Case Closed.

Letter of Warning (09SEP2021): On 09SEP2021, IMD received notification that a recreational vessel, moored in Potato Slough, 

discharged approximately 6 gallons of oil into the waterway after sinking. IMD investigated and found that the source of oil was 

coming from a compressor, on the stern of the vessel, that had residual gear oil in it. The owner deployed absorbent boom 

around the discharge and the sheening stopped. The source of pollution was secured with no further discharge.  A NOFI and 

LOW were issued. Case Closed.

Letter of Warning (14SEP2021): On 14SEP2021, IMD received notification that a recreational vessel sank IVO Tomales Bay and 

discharged approximately 10 gallons of diesel. IMD had trouble contacting the owner, therefore, the case was federalized and 

local contractors were hired to remove the remaining pollution threat and refloat the vessel. NOAA paid local contractors to 

destroy the vessel. The source of pollution was secured with no further discharge. A NOFI and LOW were issued. Case 

Closed.Notice of Violation (15SEP2021): On 15SEP2021, IMD received notification that a commercial fishing vessel had discharged 

approximately 200 gallons of diesel into Bodega Bay, IVO Spud Point Marina. The Vessel was conducting a tank-to-tank 

transfer and left the vessel unattended when diesel overflowed through the vents on-deck. Boom was initially deployed by the 

local fire department. The owner hired local contractors to put out additional boom and to begin clean-up operations. 

Throughout the clean-up operations, much of the diesel was recovered while some dissipated naturally. The source of 

pollution was secured with no further discharge. A NOFI and NOV were issued. Case Closed.

Letter of Warning (16SEP2021): On 16SEP2021, IMD received notification that a recreational vessel discharged approximately 2 

gallons of diesel into the Monterey Bay after a faulty fuel filter caused a leak of diesel into the bilge of the vessel. The owner 

and the harbormaster immediately deployed sorbent boom and pads and cleaned up what could be recovered. The fuel filter 

was replaced. The source of pollution was secured with no further discharge. A NOFI and LOW were issued. Case Closed.

Letter of Warning (17SEP2021): On 17SEP2021, IMD received notification that a vehicle drove into the water near Santa Cruz, 

CA, discharging approximately 12 gallons of gasoline into the Pacific Ocean. The local Sheriff hired a contractor to have the 

vehicle removed from the waterway, but due to heavy surf, will return when it is safe to do so. It is assumed a total discharge of 

all products occurred given the circumstances. A NOFI and LOW were issued. Case Closed.

Notice of Violation (19SEP2021): On 19SEP2021, IMD received notification that a commercial fishing vessel had sunk and 

discharged approximately 100 gallons of diesel into Half Moon Bay, IVO Pillar Point Harbor. Harbor patrol placed sorbent boom, 

sorbent pads, and hard boom around the vessel. The owner had insurance and hired local contractors to remove the 

remaining pollution threat and refloat the vessel. The source of pollution was secured with no further discharge. A NOFI and 

NOV were issued. Case Closed.

Notice of Violation (22SEP2021): On 22SEP2021, IMD received notification that a semi-truck had driven off the San Mateo 

Bridge discharging approximately 56 gallons of Diesel into the San Francisco Bay. Loccal contractors were hired and deployed 

sorbent material to recover as much pollution as possible and remove the vehicle from the waterway.  It is assumed a total 

discharge of all products occurred given the circumstances. The source of pollution was secured with no further discharge. A 

NOFI and NOV were issued. Case Closed.

Letter of Warning (23SEP2021): On 23SEP2021, IMD received notification that a recreational vessel sank at the Richmond 

Marina, discharging approximately 1 gallon of oil. The source of pollution was found to be residual oil in the engine room. The 

owner, who had insurance, hired local contractors to refloat and remove the vessel from the waterway. The source of pollution 

was secured with no further discharge. A NOFI and LOW were issued. Case Closed.

Letter of Warning (23SEP2021): On 23SEP2021, IMD received notification that a recreational vessel discharged approximately 1 

gallon of oil into the Oakland Estuary. The source of pollution was found to be an exhaust leak. The owner hired a mechanic 

who was able to fix the issue. The source of pollution was secured with no further discharge. A NOFI and LOW were issued. 

Case Closed.

Letter of Warning (25SEP2021): On 25SEP2021, IMD received notification that a recreational vessel was disabled in Monterey 

Bay and had discharged approximately 1 gallon of gasoline. The source of pollution was caused by an engine malfunction and 

the owner secured the engine immediately. The vessel was safely towed to a marina and removed from the waterway. The 

source of pollution was secured with no further discharge.  A NOFI and LOW were issued. Case Closed.



 

PORT SAFETY CATEGORIES*    Sep-2021 Sep-2020 **3yr Avg

Total Number of Port State Control Detentions: 0 0 0.11

SOLAS (0), STCW (0), MARPOL (0), ISM (0), ISPS (0)

Total Number of COTP Orders:  3 14 3.56

Navigation Safety (3), Port Safety & Security (0), ANOA (0)

Marine Casualties (reportable CG 2692) within SF Bay:  10 6 7.78

Allision (1), Collision (0), Fire (1), Capsize (0), Grounding (0), Sinking (0)

Steering (1), Propulsion (3), Personnel (1), Other (3), Power (0)

Total Number of (routine) Navigation Safety issues/Letters of Deviation: 2 4 2.11

Radar (2), Gyro (0), Steering (0), Echo Sounder (0), AIS (0)

ARPA (0), Speed Log (0), R.C. (0), Other (0)

Reported or Verified "Rule 9" or other Navigational Rule Violations: 0 0 0.53

Significant Waterway events/Navigation related Cases: 0 0 0.06

Total Port Safety (PS) Cases opened 15 24 14.14

Pollution Discharge Sources (Vessels) Sep-2021 Sep-2020 **3yr Avg

U.S. Commercial Vessels 0 1 0.89

Foreign Freight Vessels 0 0 0.22

Public Vessels 1 0 0.58

Commercial Fishing Vessels 2 0 0.72

Recreational Vessels 9 7 6.19

Pollution Discharge Sources (Facilities) Sep-2021 Sep-2020 **3yr Avg

Regulated Waterfront Facilities 0 0 0.44

Regulated Waterfront Facilities - Fuel Transfer 0 0 0.06

Other Land Sources 4 4 3.47

Mystery Spills - Unknown Sources 2 7 4.78

Number of Pollution Incidents (By Spill Size) Sep-2021 Sep-2020 **3yr Avg

Spills < 10 gallons 11 11 10.19

Spills 10 - 100 gallons 4 0 1.03

Spills 100 - 1000 gallons 1 1 0.39

Spills > 1000 gallons 0 0 0.00

Spills - Unknown Size 2 7 5.75

Total Pollution Incidents 18 19 17.36

 Oil Discharge/Hazardous Materials Release Volumes by Spill Size Sep-2021 Sep-2020 **3yr Avg

Estimated spill amount from U.S. Commercial Vessels 0.00 1.00 12.30

Estimated spill amount from Foreign Freight Vessels 0.00 0.00 0.28

Estimated spill amount from Public Vessels 5.00 0.00 5.60

Estimated spill amount from Commercial Fishing Vessels 300.00 0.00 29.78

Estimated spill amount from Recreational Vessels 24.00 306.00 83.51

Estimated spill amount from Regulated Waterfront Facilities 0.00 0.00 22.83

Estimated spill amount from Regulated Waterfront Facilities - Fuel Transfer 0.00 0.00 0.11

Estimated spill amount from Other Land Sources 70.00 12.00 29.01

Estimated spill amount from Unknown Sources (Mystery Sheens) unk unk 0.00

 Total Oil Discharge and/or Hazardous Materials Release (Gallons) 399.00 319.00 183.41

Penalty Actions Sep-2021 Sep-2020 **3yr Avg

Civil Penalty Cases 0 0 0.11

Notice of Violations 3 0 0.89

Letters of Warning 8 5 4.97

Total Penalty Actions 11 5 5.97

*  NOTE:  Values represent all cases within the HSC jurisdiction during the period.  Significant cases are detailed in the narrativ e.

**  NOTE: Values represent an av erage month ov er a 36 month period for the specified category of information.
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