














































































































































































RUBY PRINCESS CW Report 240216 wo sternb 

WALTHER   ENGINEERING   SERVICES, INC. 
 

41 BAY WAY                       SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901              415-297-5094                             
   
       Report No: 240201  Location: San Francisco    415-297-5094 

 
M/V RUBY PRINCESS  Allision   

 

At the request of Rex Clack, the undersigned provided comments on the allision of the ship 
with Pier 27, San Francisco, California on July 6, 2023. 
 
Narrative   The vessel was attempting to dock at Pier 27, San Francisco on July 6, 2024. The pilot 
was Capt. Dustin Slack. However, the vessel Master had the conn. During the docking the vessel 
began to set down on the pier. There was a 2.5 knot ebb tide. Capt. Slack advised the Master that 
the docking be aborted when the vessel was about 300 feet from the pier. Capt. Slack reported that 
there was a failure of available power in time to complete the attempted move out of the slip 
resulting in a minor impact with pier 27. I was able to review VDR photos of the dials showing 
Demand and Achieved engine orders in real time. 
 
Causation   
 The cause of the minor impact damage was a lack of available power from the engines when 
demanded.  It took almost 3 minutes to get to full power.  This should have occurred in less than 30 
seconds.   The propulsion controls were most likely in Endurance Mode, which is a feature for 
extended engine life while at sea.  Most or all 6 generator engines should have been on line for the 
docking maneuver.  This way, the plant would have been fully warmed up and running at full speed, 
ready to quickly provide full power to the propellers and thrusters. 
 
 
Feel free to contact me for more information.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 

  
 
________________________________ 
       
Charles M. Walther 
        
























































































