SAN FRANCISCO BAR PILOTS
Pier 9 East End
San Francisco, CA 94111

January 5, 2026

Allen Garfinkle, Executive Director
CA Board of Pilot Commissioners

Via Email
RE: SFBP Support for Proposed Rulemaking for Pilotage Rate Setting Process
Dear Executive Director Garfinkle,

On behalf of the San Francisco Bar Pilots (SFBP), | express our support for the proposed rulemaking related to
the pilotage rate setting process as authorized by Harbors and Navigation Code (HNC) §1250. Specifically, we
support the proposed amendment to §236 Rate Hearing Procedures and the adoption of §§236.5 Adoption and
Publication of Pilotage Rates, 236.6 Duties of the Executive Director, 236.7 Ex Parte Communications, 236.8
Objections to Standing, and 236.9 Hearing Initiated by Board Action within the California Code of Regulations,
Title 7, Harbors and Navigation, Division 2, State Board of Pilot Commissioners for the Bays of San Francisco, San
Pablo, and Suisun. These amendments provide clarity, transparency, and efficiency in the rate-setting process,
ensuring that the Commission can fulfill its statutory responsibilities while maintaining the safety and reliability
of pilotage services.

An effective rate-setting process is essential to supporting safe and fiscally sound pilotage operations. By
establishing clear procedures and reducing ambiguities, these regulations help ensure that SFBP has the
resources necessary to maintain the highest standards of navigational safety while operating within a financially
sustainable framework.

The SFBP has worked collaboratively with the Board, the Legislature, and industry stakeholders throughout the
development of this process. We appreciate the inclusive approach taken and believe these regulations will help
maintain a fair and balanced framework that supports maritime commerce and navigational safety in the San
Francisco Bay region.

For the record, the SFBP does not request a public comment hearing on this proposed rulemaking.

Sincerely,

Capt. John Carlier
Port Agent



