
SIGNIFICANT PORT SAFETY AND SECURITY CASES (November 2025) 
MARINE CASUALTIES 

Grounding (01NOV25): A U.S. flag towing vessel ran soft aground with a barge while transiting west 
of Chain Island in the San Joaquin River. The vessel refloated as the water level rose with the tide. 
Case closed. 

Loss of Power (04NOV25): A foreign flag container vessel experienced a loss of power while shifting 
berths at the Port of Oakland. The power loss was attributed to the malfunction of a 24V DC power 
supply unit. Third party technicians attended the vessel to conduct repairs, and a report was issued 
by Class attesting to the satisfaction of the repairs. LOP was not attributed to fuel switching. Case 
closed. 
Loss of Power (05NOV25): A U.S. flag passenger vessel experienced a loss of power while moored in 
San Francisco and embarking passengers. The power loss was attributed to the failure of the PLC 
transducer and was rectified by recalibrating the PLC. Satisfactory Sea trials were conducted. LOP 
was not attributed to fuel switching. Case closed. 

Allision (10NOV25): A U.S. flag towing vessel had an allision with a fixed Aid to Navigation while 
transiting in the vicinity of the San Bruno Shoal Channel. As a result of the allision, the propeller of 
the towing vessel was fouled and the Aid to Navigation was destroyed. A damage survey conducted 
found no damage to the vessel. No operational controls were imposed. Case pends. 

Loss of Steering (10NOV25): A U.S. flag commercial fishing vessel experienced a loss of steering 
while transiting in the vicinity of Angel Island and Alcatraz. The loss of steering was attributed to a 
hydraulic oil leak. Case pends. 

Loss of Propulsion (13NOV25): A U.S. flag small passenger vessel experienced a reduction in 
propulsion while transiting in the vicinity of Anchorage 9. A diver reported that the port propeller had 
been sheared off and was missing. The loss of the propeller was attributed to a stress fracture in the 
propeller shaft. LOP was not attributed to fuel switching. Case pends. 

Loss of Propulsion (13NOV25): A foreign flag tank vessel experienced a reduction in propulsion 
while transiting in the vicinity of Anchorage 9. The vessel failed to get an RPM response to the 
throttle position "full ahead." The issue was attributed to faulty components on the #1 fuel pump and 
was rectified by replacing the fuel plunger and the barrel assembly. Class issued a report attesting 
to satisfactory completion of repairs and operational test. Case pends. 
Loss of Propulsion (16NOV25): A foreign flag container vessel experienced a loss of propulsion 
while transiting to the Port of Oakland from Anchorage 9 with two assist tugs. The issue was 
rectified by overhauling the pneumatic control valves. Class issued a report attesting to the 
satisfactory completion of repairs. LOP was not attributed to fuel switching. Case pends. 

Loss of Propulsion (21NOV25): A U.S. flag passenger vessel experienced a reduction in propulsion 
while transiting from Bay Farm Island to South San Francisco. The reduction was attributed to a 
faulty connector on the vessel's port throttle controller. Issue was rectified by tightening the 
connections on the throttle controller and USCG inspectors witnessed satisfactory sea trials. LOP 
was not attributed to fuel switching. Case closed. 
Loss of Propulsion (25NOV25): A foreign flag container vessel experienced a reduction in propulsion 
while transiting to the Port of Oakland. The vessel was only able to get RPM responses to throttle 
commands "full ahead" and "stop" but nothing in between. Issue was attributed to a faulty governor 
system and was rectified by replacing the system. Satisfactory operational tests were conducted. 
Case pends. 
Loss of Steering (30NOV25): A U.S. flag towing vessel experienced a loss of steering while transiting 
in the vicinity of Point Potrero, Richmond. The loss of steering was attributed to the rudder being 
fouled on the anchor line of a nearby barge. Case pends. 



Loss of Propulsion (30NOV25): A U.S. flag towing vessel experienced a loss of propulsion while 
transiting in vicinity of the Golden Gate Bridge. Vessel attests that incident resulted from a faulty 
fuel filter. Case pends. 

 

VESSEL SAFETY CONDITIONS (CID) 

Operational Control (05NOV2025): A foreign flag container ship was issued a Captain of the Port 
Order after the vessel experienced a loss of control over propulsion. On 06NOV2025, Coast Guard 
received report of satisfactory repair. Captain of the Port Order lifted. Case closed. 

Operational Control (13NOV2025): A foreign flag chemical tanker was issued a Captain of the Port 
Order after the vessel experienced a reduction of propulsion. On 15NOV2025, Coast Guard received 
a Class report attesting to satisfactory repair. Captain of the Port Order lifted. Case closed. 

Operational Control (17NOV2025): A foreign flag bulk carrier was issued a Captain of the Port Order 
after the vessel experienced a main engine failure. On 23NOV2025, Coast Guard received a Class 
report attesting to satisfactory repair. Captain of the Port Order lifted. Case closed. 

Operational Control (26NOV2025): A foreign flag chemical tanker was issued a Captain of the Port 
Order after the vessel experienced a reduction of propulsion. Coast Guard requires a Class report 
attesting to satisfactory repair before lifting the Captain of the Port Order. Case pends. 

NAVIGATIONAL SAFETY 
Letter of Deviation (LOD), In-op X-band Radar, (07NOV25): A foreign flag bulk carrier was issued an 
inbound LOD for an inoperable X-Band Radar. On 10NOV2025, USCG received Class report attesting 
to satisfactory repair. Case Closed. 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENT MANAGEMENT DIVISION CASES 
Letter of Warning (02NOV2025): A recreational vessel sank in a marina and discharged 
approximately 10 gallons of gasoline into the San Francisco Bay. The responsible party stated that 
the vessel had a hole in the aft end of the keel which caused the vessel to sink. The owner complied 
with an order to salvage the vessel and hired an OSRO to remove the vessel and mitigated a max 
potential of 500gal of product. IMD issued a Letter of Warning (LOW) to the responsible party. IMD 
concluded that no further environmental threat exists. IMD pursued enforcement against the 
responsible party pursuant to 33 USC 1321(b)(3). 
Letter of Warning (18NOV2025): A commercial fishing vessel was reported to have washed onto 
shore and destroyed due to adverse weather. The engine and two 50-gallon fuel tanks were exposed 
and approximately 10-20 gallons of red-dye diesel had discharged into Monterey Bay. The owner 
took immediate clean up actions and removed the pollution source and debris from the shore. The 
pollution in the water naturally dissipated and was unrecoverable. IMD issued a Notice of Federal 
Interest (NOFI) and Letter of Warning (LOW) to the owner. IMD concluded that no further 
environmental threat existed. IMD pursued enforcement against the responsible party pursuant to 33 
USC 1321(b)(3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PREVENTION / RESPONSE - SAN FRANCISCO HARBOR SAFETY STATISTICS 
November 2025 

PORT SAFETY CATEGORIES*     Nov-
2025 

Nov-
2024 

**3yr 
Avg 

Total Number of Port State Control Detentions: 0 0 0.03 
SOLAS (0), STCW (0), MARPOL (0), ISM (0), ISPS (0)    

Total Number of COTP Orders:   4 2 1.75 
Navigation Safety (4), Port Safety & Security (0), ANOA (0)    

Marine Casualties (reportable CG 2692) within SF Bay:   13 8 6.75 
Allision (1), Collision (0), Fire (0), Capsize (0), Grounding (1), Sinking (0)    

Steering (2), Propulsion (6), Personnel (0), Other (1), Power (2)    

Total Number of (routine) Navigation Safety issues/Letters of Deviation: 1 0 1.53 
Radar (1), Gyro (0), Steering (0), Echo Sounder (0), AIS (0)    

ARPA (0), Speed Log (0), R.C. (0), Other (0)    

Reported or Verified "Rule 9" or other Navigational Rule Violations: 0 0 0.11 
Significant Waterway events/Navigation related Cases: 0 0 0.00 

Total Port Safety (PS) Cases opened 18 10 10.17 
MARINE POLLUTION RESPONSE 

Pollution Discharge Sources (Vessels) Nov-
2025 

Nov-
2024 

**3yr 
Avg 

U.S. Commercial Vessels 0 1 0.86 
Foreign Freight Vessels 0 0 0.22 
Public Vessels 3 0 0.97 
Commercial Fishing Vessels 2 1 0.81 
Recreational Vessels 11 10 7.81 

Pollution Discharge Sources (Facilities) Nov-
2025 

Nov-
2024 

**3yr 
Avg 

Regulated Waterfront Facilities 0 0 0.25 
Regulated Waterfront Facilities - Fuel Transfer 0 1 0.33 
Other Land Sources 4 0 4.14 
Mystery Spills - Unknown Sources 5 7 6.00 

Number of Pollution Incidents (By Spill Size) Nov-
2025 

Nov-
2024 

**3yr 
Avg 

Spills < 10 gallons 22 10 10.67 
Spills 10 - 100 gallons  3 2 1.81 
Spills 100 - 1000 gallons 0 0 0.31 
Spills > 1000 gallons 0 0 0.00 
Spills - Unknown Size 0 8 8.44 

Total Pollution Incidents  25 20 21.22 

Oil Discharge/Hazardous Materials Release Volumes by Spill Size Nov-
2025 

Nov-
2024 

**3yr 
Avg 

Estimated spill amount from U.S. Commercial Vessels 0.00 0.00 5.38 
Estimated spill amount from Foreign Freight Vessels 0.00 0.00 0.83 
Estimated spill amount from Public Vessels 3.00 0.00 19.98 
Estimated spill amount from Commercial Fishing Vessels 10.00 0.00 24.07 



Estimated spill amount from Recreational Vessels 16.00 32.00 32.67 
Estimated spill amount from Regulated Waterfront Facilities 0.00 0.00 1.70 

Estimated spill amount from Regulated Waterfront Facilities - Fuel Transfer 0.00 42.00 1.63 

Estimated spill amount from Other Land Sources 15.10 0.00 68.68 
Estimated spill amount from Unknown Sources (Mystery Sheens) 2.00 0.00 4.58 

Total Oil Discharge and/or Hazardous Materials Release (Gallons)  46.10 74.00 159.52 

Penalty Actions Nov-
2025 

Nov-
2024 

**3yr 
Avg 

Civil Penalty Cases 0 0 0.06 
Notice of Violations 0 0 0.08 
Letters of Warning 2 1 3.06 

Total Penalty Actions 2 1 3.19 
* NOTE:  Values represent all cases within the HSC jurisdiction during the period.  
Significant cases are detailed in the narrative. 

   

** NOTE: Values represent an average month over a 36 month period for the 
specified category of information.    

 


