
SIGNIFICANT PORT SAFETY AND SECURITY CASES (May 2026) 

MARINE CASUALTIES 

Equipment Failure (07MAY26): A U.S. flag passenger vessel experienced an unexpected shut down 
of the starboard engine while underway enroute to Richmond, CA. Contracted technicians found that 
there was severe bearing, cylinder, and rod damage to the engine. Current hypothesis is oil 
starvation, possibly caused by a blockage or pump failure. Case pends. 

Loss of Propulsion (08MAY26): A foreign flag tank vessel experienced a loss of propulsion while 
anchoring in Anchorage 9. A reduction of engine RPMs was found to be caused by a faulty 
tachometer.  Case pends. 

Allision (08MAY26): A U.S. flag towing vessel experienced an allision while transiting downbound in 
Suisun Bay in the Bulls Head Channel. The vessel allided with Red Buoy "2A" and Pier 7 of the I-680 
Northbound bridge. At the time of the allision, the vessel was pushing ahead six mini-scows on the 
port side, and two barges, one center line and one starboard. The approximate width of the tow was 
120 feet. The leftmost mini-scow sustained an approximate 10-foot dent and damage was sustained 
to five fenders on Pier 7.  Case pends. 

Loss of Propulsion (09MAY26): A U.S. flag passenger vessel experienced a loss of propulsion while 
transiting through San Francisco Bay, CA when the port engine unexpectedly shutdown. Case 
pends. 

Loss of propulsion (15MAY26): A U.S. flag passenger vessel experienced a loss of propulsion while 
getting underway from the Port of San Francisco when the vessel lost all propulsion from its 
starboard jet-drive propulsion unit. Case pends. 

Equipment Failure (18MAY26): A U.S. flag container vessel transiting 400 nautical miles off the 
California coast discovered a leak on the vessel's primary fire main system. The crew isolated the 
affected section of fire main and conducted a satisfactory test of the system.  The vessel maintained 
primary fire-fighting capabilities except for one isolated fire station on the aft weather deck. Case 
pends. 

Loss of Propulsion (21MAY26): A U.S. flag ferry vessel experienced a loss of propulsion while 
transiting from Rio Vista down the Sacramento River across Cashe Slough. The starboard drive 
shaft separated from the thrust tube and hung on by hydraulic lines.  No spillage or pollutant was 
reported.  Case pends. 

Allision (24MAY26): A U.S. flag passenger vessel experienced an allision while mooring at the Port of 
San Francisco. Vessel was actively mooring when reported current and winds of 20+ kts pushed the 
vessel into the adjacent pier.  The allision resulted in 9-10 windows broken and damage to the hull. 
The pier also suffered some damage.  Case pends. 

Equipment Failure (26MAY26): A U.S. flag towing vessel experienced a fuel leak in the engine room 
while transiting from the Port of San Francisco to the Port of Redwood City. A leaking fuel line 
prompted the master to shut down the starboard main engine to prevent engine damage and 
possible engine room fire.  Case pends. 

Loss of Propulsion (27MAY26): A U.S. flag passenger vessel experienced a loss of propulsion while 
underway when the master shut down the starboard main engine due to erratic coolant 
temperatures. The engine shutdown was conducted to prevent any further damage. Case pends. 

VESSEL SAFETY CONDITIONS 

Operational Control (07MAY26): A US flag oceanographic research vessel had been issued a Captain 
of the Port Order for a loss of steering. A satisfactory report of repair was received, and the Captain 
of the Port Order was lifted. Case closed. 

Operational Control (07MAY26): A foreign flag chemical tanker had been issued a Captain of the Port 
Order for loss of propulsion. A satisfactory class report was received, and the Captain of the Port 
Order was lifted. Case closed. 

Operational Control (23MAY26): A foreign flag chemical tanker had been issued a Captain of the Port 
Order for abnormal sounds coming from the tail shaft at certain speeds. A satisfactory class report 
was received, and the Captain of the Port Order was lifted. Case closed. 



NAVIGATIONAL SAFETY 

Letter of Deviation (LOD), In-op AIS, (26MAY2026): A foreign flagged vehicle carrier was issued an 
inbound LOD for an in-op AIS. A satisfactory class report was received and the LOD was lifted. Case 
closed. 

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENT MANAGEMENT DIVISION CASES 

Letter of Warning (05MAY26): A fishing vessel was reported to have discharged 02 gallons of oily 
bilge slop into Bodega Bay, CA. The report was investigated, and the sighting of the sheen was 
confirmed by the duty team. The harbormaster deployed boom and the owner took steps to ensure 
the vessel would be removed from the waterway. USCG issued a Notice of Federal Interest (NOFI) 
and a Letter of Warning (LOW) to the owner. USCG concluded that no further environmental threat 
exists and pursued enforcement against the responsible party pursuant to 33 USC 1321(b)(3). 

Letter of Warning (05MAY26): A houseboat was reported to have discharged 01 gallon of unknown 
petroleum-based product into the San Francisco Bay. The initial report stated that the houseboat 
was actively sinking in its slip but had no fuel onboard due to having no means of propulsion. The 
local fire department responded on scene and updated the report to state that the vessel completely 
sunk and actively discharging an unknown product. The owner took remedial action and secured the 
sheen before towing the vessel to Army Corps of Engineers for salvage. USCG issued a Notice of 
Federal Interest (NOFI) and a Letter of Warning (LOW) to the owner. USCG concluded that no further 
environmental threat exists and pursued enforcement against the responsible party pursuant to 33 
USC 1321(b)(3). 

Letter of Warning (13MAY26): A sailing vessel was reported to have discharged approximately 02 
gallons of diesel into Monterey Bay Harbor. It was reported that the vessel's bilge contained an oily-
water mixture that discharged as bilge slop while maintenance was being conducted. The 
harbormaster deployed boom and absorbent pads to secure the discharge while the owner secured 
the source of the pollution. USCG issued a Notice of Federal Interest (NOFI) and a Letter of Warning 
(LOW) to the owner. USCG concluded that no further environmental threat exists and pursued 
enforcement against the responsible party pursuant to 33 USC 1321(b)(3).  

Letter of Warning (18MAY26): A fuel dock was reported to have discharged approximately 5-10 
gallons of gasoline into the San Francisco Bay. The duty team responded on scene and was notified 
that the local fire department responded earlier and deployed soft sorbent boom around the affected 
area. It was determined that low tide had caused the dock to become misaligned, causing the fuel 
line to bend. The source of the pollution was closed off and repairs to the fuel line were made. USCG 
issued a Notice of Federal Interest (NOFI) and a Letter of Warning (LOW). USCG concluded that no 
further environmental threat existed and pursued enforcement against the responsible party 
pursuant to 33 USC 1321(b)(3). 

Letter of Warning (27MAY26): A recreational vessel was reported to have discharged 01 gallon of 
gasoline into the Mare Island Strait. It was reported that while the vessel was fueling, 2-3 gallons of 
gasoline leaked into the bilge and when the bilge pumped, about 01 gallon of gasoline went into the 
waterway. The harbormaster deployed boom to contain the product while the owner of the vessel 
cleaned the bilge and secured the source. The product in the water dissipated naturally. The owner 
was issued a Notice of Federal Interest (NOFI) and a Letter of Warning (LOW). USCG concluded that 
no further environmental threat existed and pursued enforcement against the responsible party 
pursuant to 33 USC 1321(b)(3). 

Letter of Warning (28MAY26): A recreational vessel was reported to have discharged 01 gallon of red 
dye diesel into Monterey Bay Harbor. During the investigation, it was revealed that the discharge 
was due to an overfill while fueling and that absorbent pads and boom were laid around the vessel to 
contain the product. The source was secured and remedial action was taken to remove product from 
the water. USCG issued a Notice of Federal Interest (NOFI) and a Letter of Warning (LOW) to the 
owner. IMD concluded that no further environmental threat existed. USCG pursued enforcement 
against the responsible party pursuant to 33 USC 1321(b)(3). 

Letter of Warning (31MAY26): It was reported that a vessel caught fire and discharged an estimated 
50-75 gallons of fuel into the Sacramento River. The local fire department responded and 
extinguished the fire, and the reporting party notified the USCG that boom and absorbent pads had 



been deployed in the area. The owner reported that the vessel's max capacity was 50 gallons but 
was only halfway full during the time of the incident. The owner hired a contractor through their 
insurance to conduct vessel recovery and salvage. USCG issued a Notice of Federal Interest (NOFI) 
and a Letter of Warning (LOW) to the vessel owner. IMD concluded that no further environmental 
threat exists. USCG pursued enforcement against the responsible party pursuant to 33 USC 
1321(b)(3). 

 

PREVENTION / RESPONSE - SAN FRANCISCO HARBOR SAFETY STATISTICS 

May 2026 

PORT SAFETY CATEGORIES*     
May-

2026 

May-

2025 

**3yr 

Avg 

Total Number of Port State Control Detentions: 0 0 0.03 

SOLAS (0), STCW (0), MARPOL (0), ISM (0), ISPS (0)    

Total Number of COTP Orders:   3 2 1.83 

Navigation Safety (3), Port Safety & Security (0), ANOA (0)    

Marine Casualties (reportable CG 2692) within SF Bay:   15 8 7.94 

Allision (2), Collision (1), Fire (0), Capsize (0), Grounding (0), Sinking (0)    

Steering (0), Propulsion (6), Personnel (3), Other (3), Power (0)    

Total Number of (routine) Navigation Safety issues/Letters of Deviation: 1 0 1.44 

Radar (0), Gyro (0), Steering (0), Echo Sounder (0), AIS (1)    

ARPA (0), Speed Log (0), R.C. (0), Other (0)    

Reported or Verified "Rule 9" or other Navigational Rule Violations: 0 0 0.11 

Significant Waterway events/Navigation related Cases: 0 0 0.00 

Total Port Safety (PS) Cases opened 19 10 11.36 

MARINE POLLUTION RESPONSE 

Pollution Discharge Sources (Vessels) 
May-

2026 

May-

2025 

**3yr 

Avg 

U.S. Commercial Vessels 1 1 0.94 

Foreign Freight Vessels 1 0 0.28 

Public Vessels 1 1 1.31 

Commercial Fishing Vessels 2 1 0.94 

Recreational Vessels 9 4 7.72 

Pollution Discharge Sources (Facilities) 
May-

2026 

May-

2025 

**3yr 

Avg 

Regulated Waterfront Facilities 0 2 0.28 

Regulated Waterfront Facilities - Fuel Transfer 0 2 0.36 

Other Land Sources 4 2 3.83 

Mystery Spills - Unknown Sources 7 8 6.31 

Number of Pollution Incidents (By Spill Size) 
May-

2026 

May-

2025 

**3yr 

Avg 

Spills < 10 gallons 10 4 11.78 

Spills 10 - 100 gallons  3 0 1.61 

Spills 100 - 1000 gallons 0 0 0.28 

Spills > 1000 gallons 0 0 0.00 



Spills - Unknown Size 12 17 8.14 

Total Pollution Incidents  25 21 21.81 

Oil Discharge/Hazardous Materials Release Volumes by Spill Size 
May-

2026 

May-

2025 

**3yr 

Avg 

Estimated spill amount from U.S. Commercial Vessels 1.00 0.00 4.87 

Estimated spill amount from Foreign Freight Vessels 0.00 0.00 0.86 

Estimated spill amount from Public Vessels 1.00 115.00 21.65 

Estimated spill amount from Commercial Fishing Vessels 3.00 800.00 23.32 

Estimated spill amount from Recreational Vessels 32.00 67.00 30.23 

Estimated spill amount from Regulated Waterfront Facilities 0.00 10.00 0.64 

Estimated spill amount from Regulated Waterfront Facilities - Fuel Transfer 0.00 0.00 1.76 

Estimated spill amount from Other Land Sources 106.00 81.00 62.37 

Estimated spill amount from Unknown Sources (Mystery Sheens) 7.00 12.00 5.08 

Total Oil Discharge and/or Hazardous Materials Release (Gallons)  150.00 1085.00 150.78 

Penalty Actions 
May-

2026 

May-

2025 

**3yr 

Avg 

Civil Penalty Cases 0 0 0.06 

Notice of Violations 0 0 0.08 

Letters of Warning 7 3 3.19 

Total Penalty Actions 7 3 3.33 

* NOTE:  Values represent all cases within the HSC jurisdiction during the 

period.  Significant cases are detailed in the narrative. 
   

** NOTE: Values represent an average month over a 36 month period for the 

specified category of information.    

 


